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hawker looses his falcon, which flies close to the ground at
great speed, not rising until near the gazelle. When very
near it suddenly rises and as suddenly dives upon the gazelle,
clutching with one leg each horn and pecking fiercely at the
animal's eyes. At the same moment, if not before, from a
lunge by the saluqi, the gazelle goes head over heels and falls
never to rise again, its legs drumming upon the desert, its
great liquid eyes, now sightless, streaming blood. The
hawker, easing off his bird, quickly pulls out his hunter's
dagger to cut the throat of the gazelle before life leaves it,
and disembowels it with rapid dexterity. The smell of the
pale green cud and the animal's entrails is revolting to the
European. The sight of its blood, a pool of Bokhara red
upon the virgin desert, is sickening, but the Arabs are happy,
for meat meals are rare and the gazelle is very sweet to eat.
The climax of the chase is usually passed before the sun
reaches its zenith, for then the ground is shimmering and
shadowless, the bustard creeps into the heart of the camel-
thorn bushes, and the falcon no longer likes to hunt. Then
the falconers return to their camp, singing, as they come
near it, a hunters' song.

The nights are cold, and there are soon great camp-fires
between the tents. They flare up as the men rise to put on
more wood and bushes when the visitor from another tent
comes to them. They make room round the fire with simple
courtesy and late into the night they detain him with coffee
and story-telling. There is a wide difference between the
manners and customs of the Arabian and Persian shores of
the Arab Gulf or Persian Gulf. In the Gulf, on the island
of Bahrein, and in the villages on its shores customs are
mixed, usually rather more Persian than Arab in character.
Once away from the coast the traveller into Arabia feels
a pleasing freedom and notes a directness in human relations
bred by the desert which is far nearer to the customs of the
British and Americans than to those of Persia1 and India.
It has often been said that Arabs are the most easterly of
the European races, and it is true that the Mediterranean
climate spreads down into Central Arabia.